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that he wishes to repent of his sins and return
to the Christian faith, and prays her to take
him with her, that he may come to a land of
Christians. Once alone with her, he reveals
his true purpose. Constance begs him to
look out and see if there is no land in sight,
and then comes privily behind his back and
thrusts him into the sea. Meanwhile Alle,
having discovered his mother's treachery,
puts her to death, and vows never to marry
again. Constance is eventually rescued by
mariners and brought to Rome. She learns
that her father has avenged her supposed
death upon the Saracens, but instead of
revealing her identity she lives for twelve
years with a noble couple called Arsemius and
Helen. At the end of that time Alle visits
Rome, and Constance's son, Maurice, is invited
to be present at the feast in his honour.
Constance bids the youth make a point of
serving the King of England. Alle, struck
by Maurice's likeness to Constance, inquires
what his origin may be, and by this means
recovers his wife and child. Tiberius proclaims
Maurice his heir and " companion in the
Empire." Constance returns to England
with her husband, but six months later,
hearing that her father is dying, she comes